2013/2014 Syllabus: Cabrera/ Peterson/ Webb
“I have no special talent. I am only passionately curious.” –Albert Einstein
Contact Information
LAURA WEBB

lwebb@hightechhigh.org
Office phone: 619-398-4915
Office hours: Monday & Wednesday 

after school until 5:30pm or by appointment
JEN PETERSON

jpeterson@hightechhigh.org
Office phone: 619-398-4911
Office hours: Monday & Thursday 
                at lunch or by appointment
JORGE CABRERA
Jcabrera@hightechhigh.org
 Office hours: Tuesday & Thursday   
                 3:30-4:30

Course Objectives
Our primary objective is to foster the intellectual curiosity of each student. We hope to teach each student to ask questions, but furthermore, to develop as a collaborative learner who approaches problems analytically and independently seeks out resources to find answers.  In addition, we expect each student to become an effective communicator of her/his ideas.  Through in-depth projects, students are encouraged to apply the knowledge learned in the classroom to the outside world, making connections between past and present, school and community, classroom and outside world. 
Course Philosophy & Expectations
We will function as a community of learners, helping one another to improve as people and overall scholars.  If you are committed to the work hard to listen and learn from each other, class will ultimately become one in which we are all teachers and students.  Each member of the class will have a voice.  We expect every student to be involved in class.  If you have a question, ask it; there are probably other students wondering the same thing. Also, we are available to answer questions outside of class (see our office hours above). The resource center’s after school tutoring may be another helpful resource.
Group work is key to success in class, and we expect each student to be open to the ideas of others and put in their full effort in helping the group succeed.  We will learn from each other, read our writing aloud, work collaboratively and share our ideas and observations with one another.  Please talk to us if you are having difficulties working with your group.  However, just as in the workplace, it is important to overcome obstacles and learn to work with the group members as best you can.  We expect you to help your classmates if they have questions just as we expect you to turn to your classmates as resources when you need help.  You will be evaluated on how well you work in groups. 
Behavioral Guidelines
We, as a class, will come up with an essential agreement on behavior guidelines and expectations.  We will hold everyone accountable for the agreement we create.
Any behavior that does not adhere to the essential agreement will result in a deduction of points from the citizenship grade.  Each student begins the class with 100 points for the semester.  If you continue to have difficulties respecting the essential agreement, your parents may be notified. Points will also be deducted for each unexcused tardy. 
Late Policy
Tardies and absences will negatively impact your learning and our classroom environment. If you are late for class, you may miss a class quiz or the opportunity to turn in homework for full credit. Also, citizenship points will be deducted for each unexcused tardy. Please be on time to class!
Late assignments will be given a maximum of 75 percent credit.  For example, if an assignment earns 80 out of 100 points but is turned in late, the student will only receive 60 points (75% of 80 equals 60 points).  Therefore, late work will never receive higher than a 75 percent.  In addition, any work that does not meet the minimum standard will not be accepted and will be considered late.  Students will then have the opportunity to re-do this work until it meets the minimum standard. No late work will be accepted more than two calendar weeks past the due date.  If you ever foresee challenges in meeting deadlines, please communicate with us as extensions may be granted when deemed appropriate. Remember: If you tell us in advance, it is a reason – if you tell us the day of, it is an excuse. 
Suggested Supplies for Chemistry & Humanities
Note: The Constitution of the State of California requires that we provide a public education to you free of charge. Your right to a free education is for all school/educational activities, whether curricular or extracurricular, and whether you get a grade for the activity or class.  Subject to certain exceptions, your right to a free public education means that we cannot require you or your family to purchase materials, supplies, equipment or uniforms for any school activity, nor can we require you or your family to pay security deposits for access, participation, materials, or equipment.  Under certain circumstances, students involved in extracurricular programs, clubs and/or sports may be required to attend fundraising events held by the program, sport or club just as you may be required to attend any other event put on by that program, club or sport.  However, you will not be required to raise funds as a condition of participation.   
          Bottom line: If you need financial assistance with any of the following supplies, please let us know! 

· Pencils w/erasers
· Pens – blue or black & red
· At least 3 colors highlighters
· Post-it notes (any brand is fine)
· Two  1” binders with 7 dividers total (3 for Laura, 4 for Jen)
· Loose-leaf, lined paper or 2  notebooks for taking notes, each subject specific
· One bound, composition style notebook for chemistry labs
· Scientific or graphing calculator, Texas Instruments 30xII preferred
· Calendar or planner if you prefer to use something other than the paper calendar that we will provide for your binder
· Zipper pouch or pencil box 
*Specific projects may request additional supplies
Grading 
Scale:
90-100% 
A
80-89%
B
70-79%
C
60-69%
D
<60%

F
 *Anything below 70% is a failing grade
Resources:


In order to receive texts from your teachers with homework reminders, subscribe to the Remind101 service according to the following directions. Laura & Jen also have a homework calendar on their DPs.

· Jen’s 1st and 2nd period class: text the message “@hthi2013” to (442) 333-4277 
· Jen’s 3rd and 4th period class, text the message “@hthi2016” to (442) 333-4277

· Laura’s 1st & 2nd period class: text the message “@amchem” to (715) 802-2274

· Laura’s 4th & 5th period class: text the message “@pmchem” to (715) 802-2274

· Jorge’s 3rd  period class: text the message “@8e7f3” to (714) 465-4999

· Jorge’s 5th period class: text the message “@2121cab” to (714) 465-4999
Academic Honesty
Please see the attached HTHI Code of Academic Integrity for an explanation of plagiarism and the consequences. A breach of this code will be taken seriously and treated as such. We will be reviewing the Code of Academic Integrity in class. In addition, each student will be required to submit final papers to www.turnitin.com, a plagiarism-prevention website. In order to help our students understand what plagiarism is and how to properly cite sources, we will be reviewing these skills in class and practicing them through assignments and projects.

In short, abide by the following and you should be in the clear (regarding plagiarism):

· When in doubt, cite.

· If it is not your idea or words, cite.

· Never use copy and paste.
Academic Concepts
In addition to doing project work, our curricula are designed with the California State Standards in mind.  Our aim is to emphasize the learning process so that all students leave the 10th grade with improved confidence in their content areas but also their abilities as a critical thinker and learner. 
Tentative Course Calendar and Projects
Please note: The following calendar is subject to change.  Deadlines may be extended and project dates may be changed.  Also, curriculum and projects may change depending on student interests. Updated major deadlines and assignments will be noted on the class calendar on each of our digital portfolios, posted on the High Tech High International website under our names.

CHEMISTRY:

This class will be a fusion of hands-on investigations, projects, labs, and traditional lectures and problem sets. We will often be working concurrently on a project and a more traditional unit. Expect to have homework most nights.  Like anything, you only get good at chemistry through practice, practice, practice. 
General Topics (Subject to change)
	Week
	Project Work
	Unit/Content Support

	Week 1: 8/26 - 8/30
	
	Scientific Method/Macro Separations

	Week 2: 9/2 - 9/6
	Sewer Science
	Atomic Structure and the Periodic Table

	Week 3: 9/9 - 9/13
	The eleMEnt Project
	

	Week 4: 9/16 - 9/20
	
	Bonding and Molecular Structure

	Week 5: 9/23 – 9/27
	
	

	Week 6: 9/30 – 10/4
	“Should I Eat That?” Project
	Thermochemistry

	Week 7: 10/7 - 10/11
	
	

	Week 8: 10/14 - 10/18
	
	Balancing/Types of Reactions

	Week 9: 10/21 - 10/25
	
	Stoichiometry

	Week 10: 10/28 - 11/1
	
	

	Week 11: 11/4 - 11/8
	Senseable Smells
	Organic Chemistry

	Week 12: 11/11 – 11/15
	Cosmetic Chemistry
	Polarity and Intermolecular Forces

	Week 13: 11/18 – 11/22
	
	Solutions/Colligative Properties

	Week 14: 11/25 – 11/29
	THANKSGIVING BREAK

	Week 15: 12/2 – 12/6
	Cosmetic Chem Continued
	 

	Week 16: 12/9 – 12/13
	
	Gas Laws

	Week 17: 12/16 – 12/20
	
	

	Week 18: 12/23 – 12/27
	WINTER BREAK

	Week 19: 12/30 – 1/3
	

	Week 20: 1/6 – 1/10
	Ocean Acidification
	Acids and Bases

	Week 21: 1/13 – 1/17
	
	POLs/Final Exams


MATH:

See Jorge & Roberto’s math syllabus for course content and specific policies.
HUMANITIES Academic Concepts 
My aim is to emphasize the learning process so that students graduate the 10th grade with improved critical thinking, speaking, reading and writing skills along with an increased understanding of historical and current events. We will develop study skills, critical thinking skills, and participation skills that are essential for effective classroom participation. We will continually read a wide variety of texts and write in a number of different formats and styles throughout the year.  

Choice Book List
Students will be reading approximately one book per month in groups of 3-5 students. Students will choose their books based on the list of titles I have available and relevance to the topic we are studying at the time.

 Required Reading:
In addition to numerous excerpts, essays and primary documents that students will be reading as a class on a regular basis, we will be reading and discussing biweekly current events from Upfront, a news magazine created especially for teenagers by The New York Times. 

 Tentative Course Calendar and Projects 
The calendar is subject to change.  Deadlines may be extended and project dates may be changed, for example, based on student interests. Updated major deadlines and assignments will be noted on the class calendar on my digital portfolio. 

In addition to the following major projects and topics, we will be completing ongoing class activities such as studying Latin and Greek roots, book clubs, in-class essays, current events discussions, debates, seminars, writing instruction, literary analysis, etc.
	Week
	Content & Project Work 

	Weeks 1 & 2:

8/26 – 9/6


	INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE & ONE ANOTHER;

MODERN IRANIAN HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY

During the first two weeks we will jointly establish our classroom norms, set expectations, and review policies as well as the HTHI Code of Academic Conduct. We will also introduce class themes and begin our geography studies & current events with the “What in the World?” assignment. An important part of the first week of class will be surveying student experience, abilities, interests, strengths and weaknesses so that I can plan my course accordingly. We will also begin our studies of modern world history by learning about modern Iranian history through the lens of the graphic novel Persepolis.

Mini-Project: “What in the World?” (world geography & current events)

Reading: The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas & nonfiction readings; Persepolis  by Marjane Satrapi; book club choices by week two

	Weeks 3-6:

9/9-10/4
	THE SCOTTISH PLAY


We will also read, act and analyze Shakespeare’s Macbeth during this time and write a literary analysis paper on a theme of the play.

Writing:  In addition to the above literary analysis paper and research paper for the Selling Science Project, we will be working on general writing skills such as structuring essays and completing timed essays.

Literature: Book club choices, Shakespeare’s Macbeth, nonfiction research texts & current events articles

	Weeks 7-10:

10/7- 11/1
	“SHOULD I EAT THAT?” PROJECT:


Students will create a Podcast that answers the question, “Should I eat this?”. They will make consumer recommendations to be handed out to the public at our exhibition.



	Weeks 11-15:

11/4 - 12/6

(Thanksgiving Break 

11/25-11/29)
	FICTION MISH-MASH PROJECT

Students will write a short story in the style of a “master author” of their choice. (e.g. Stephen King, Andre Dubus, Hemingway, etc.) Their main objective is to produce a well-crafted piece of short fiction through the effective application of multiple literary devices such as tone, mood, plot structure, characterization, etc. Students will study one author in-depth.

Literature: At least one book by the chosen “master author” as well as short stories from the Bedford Introduction to Literature.

	Weeks 16-21:

12/9 – 1/17

(Winter Break 

12/23-1/3)
	INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC SUMMIT PROJECT
Students will study economics and conduct research in order to prepare for competition in the International Economic Summit. Students work in teams, each representing a different country, to understand and improve the standard of living of their country.

Literature: book clubs & nonfiction reading selections on economics
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Code of Academic Integrity

The students of The Gary and Jerri-Ann Jacobs High Tech High, united in a spirit of mutual trust and fellowship, mindful of the values of a true education and the challenge posed by the world, agree to accept the responsibilities for honorable conduct in all academic activities, to assist one another in maintaining and promoting personal integrity, and to abide by the principles and procedures in this Code of Academic Integrity.
Definition:
Plagiarism may take several forms. Any of the following, without full acknowledgment of the debt to the original source, counts as plagiarism:
· direct duplication, by copying (or allowing to be copied) another’s work, whether from a book, article, Web site, another student’s assignment, etc.; 
· paraphrasing of another’s work closely, with minor changes but with the essential meaning, form and/or progression of ideas maintained; 
· piecing together sections of the work of others into a new whole; 
· submitting one’s own work which has already been submitted for assessment purposes in another subject; 
· producing assignments in conjunction with other people (e.g. another student, a tutor) which should be your own independent work 
Note: Teachers are responsible for clarifying expectations and procedures for submitting academic work, evaluating students in a fair and reasonable manner, and assuming honesty of all students.
Examples:
This page gives examples of acceptable and unacceptable uses of sources in writing.   www.oregonstate.edu/admin/stucon/plag.htm  
This brief guide from the Paul Robeson Library provides an excellent overview. www.libraries.rutgers.edu/rul/libs/robeson_lib/flash_presents/text_plag.html
Consequences:
First Offense: Student (1) receives a zero (failing grade) on the assignment/project and (2) teacher contacts advisor and parents.
Second Offense: Student (1) receives a zero (failing grade) on the assignment/project and (2) a meeting is scheduled with student, parent, teacher, advisor, and administrator.
Third Offense: Varies from failure of course to separation from High Tech High 
Learning Contract
Please complete and sign the following document and return it to Jen for entry into your student file.
For students:
I, ___________________________________________ (student) fully understand the classroom expectations and agree to do my best to follow them in order to create an environment conducive to the learning of others and myself.  
Signed,
_______________________________________________________ Date: ________________________________
For parents/guardians:
I, _________________________________________________(parent/guardian) fully understand the classroom expectations and agree to do my best to support my student in following them.  I also agree to communicate with Laura Webb if I have any questions or concerns.
Signed,
_________________________________________________________ Date:_________________________________
Parent information:
Best phone number to reach me:  ______________________________________________________
E-mail address:  __________________________________________________________________________
Preferred mode of communication (please circle one): 
e-mail


phone


other: ________________________

Anthing else?
� Please note that parts of this document are taken from other school’s/universities’ policies, including the University of Notre Dame, University of Melbourne, Oregon State University, Rutgers University





